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Top Honors – And Outcomes – for Acelero Learning’s  
Head Start Program 

Program completes a perfect federal review, receives federal award for family services, and produces 
outcomes showing enrolled children making greater than three times the national average. 

 
New York, NY -- Acelero Learning recently received their final federal monitoring report from the Office 
of Head Start for their federal monitoring visit conducted March 3 through March 8, 2013.  “Based on the 
information gathered during our review, it was determined that your Head Start and Early Head Start 
programs are in compliance with all applicable Head Start Program Performance Standards, laws, 
regulations, and policy requirements,” wrote Yvette Sanchez Fuentes, the Director of the Office of Head 
Start, in the Office’s Monitoring Report.   

“We are so thrilled with this result,” said Henry Wilde, Acelero Learning’s Head Start Director and Chief 
Operating Officer.  “For a program serving over 4000 children and families, we are very proud to not 
have a single finding identified during our review.” The full overview of findings included three pages of 
identified strengths, opening with the statement “The grantee designed and implemented systems focused 
on closing the achievement gap for children and families. The grantee took an innovative, focused 
approach, using technology to allow quantification of progress made by families and children.” Click here 
for a link to full report.  

In April, Acelero Learning’s family services approach was selected by the Office of Head Start to receive 
one of 10 awards nationally for excellence in Family Services.  The program’s work to strengthen family 
life practices, such as consistent family routines, positive discipline, language-rich home environments 
and daily reading, was recognized for the strong partnership it forges with parents to close the 
achievement gap. “Your innovative approach to family engagement and goal implementation 
demonstrated strong leadership, and led to positive outcomes and continuous improvement. We received 
many applications and selecting one award was challenging,” wrote Iran Rodriguez, Head Start Regional 
Program Manager for Region II.  “We appreciate your outstanding efforts in your Head Start community 
and are delighted to recognize your accomplishment in this area.”   

“We were honored to have our work acknowledged,” shared Lori Levine, Senior Vice President of Head 
Start Services at Acelero Learning. “Our focus to strengthen family life practices that the research has 
linked to school readiness has been instrumental in helping our staff and families connect the dots 
between what parents do at home and their children’s success.  It’s really been a game changer in the 
kinds of conversations we have with families, and the partnerships we build with them.” 

http://www.acelero.net/
http://www.acelero.net/_data/global/pdf/OverviewFindings_April2013.pdf
http://www.acelero.net/_data/global/pdf/OverviewFindings_April2013.pdf
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Acelero Learning is also pleased to announce extremely positive child outcome findings. Since 2010, 
Acelero Learning, in partnership with the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) at 
Rutgers University, has been researching the impact on child outcomes of varying Acelero Learning Head 
Start education components. This study, originally funded by the New Schools Venture Fund and the 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation, and now funded by New Profit, Inc. examines the effect of various preschool 
programming aspects on the learning gains of three- and four-year-olds who are enrolled in Acelero 
Learning Head Start classrooms. The components of interest include curriculum, assessment systems, 
length of program day and age of children enrolled. Children’s learning gains are compared across 
classrooms and to the gains reported by the National Head Start Impact Study (Puma, Bell, Cook, & Heid, 
2010) and the most recent Head Start Family and Child Experiences Study (FACES) report (Aikens, 
Tarullo, Hulsey, Ross, West & Yue, 2010). To read the full study, visit the NIEER website by clicking 
here. 

In May, senior staff at Acelero Learning presented the results from the latest NIEER report at the National 
Head Start Association’s (NHSA) Annual Conference. Catherine Smith-Todd, the Director of Analysis 
and Reporting for Acelero Learning, presented to a large group of Head Start directors and other staff on 
the “Language and Early Math Skill Gains in three- and four-year-old Head Start Children.” Their 
presentation highlighted that the pre-post gains made by children in Acelero Learning Head Start 
programs on two widely used measures are significantly higher than those from the most recent 2009 
Head Start FACES Study.  

 “We are especially excited that children who began in our program as three year olds and were tested 
again 12 months later at the beginning of their second year of Head Start gained almost 10 points on a test 
of oral language (the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test) and over 7 points on a test of early math ability 
(the Woodcock-Johnson Test of Applied Problems),” said Dr. Ellen Frede, Acelero Learning’s Senior 
Vice President for Education and Research. “Although we know there is still much more work to do, we 
also know that gains this large are meaningful and actually likely to have a positive benefit on the lives of 
the children we serve.”  

“We are extremely pleased with these promising results,” said Aaron Lieberman, Acelero Learning’s 
CEO.  “These results demonstrate our core belief that all children can achieve at the highest level. Three 
years ago, we a goal of closely examining and upgrading all of our programmatic practices with the goal 
of achieving break out results for children and families. While we have not yet fully closed the 
achievement gap, these results show we are moving in the right direction.” 
 

About Acelero Learning 

Acelero Learning has a very clear mission: to bring a relentless focus on positive child and family 
outcomes to close the achievement gap and build a better future for children, families, and communities 
served by the Head Start program. 

Today, Acelero Learning is a Head Start grantee serving over 4000 young children each year. In every 
instance, Acelero Learning delegates have made substantial and sustained quality improvements in their 

http://nieer.org/publications/nieer-working-papers/acelero-2011-12-program-evaluation%E2%80%94summary-report
http://nieer.org/publications/nieer-working-papers/acelero-2011-12-program-evaluation%E2%80%94summary-report
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communities -- increasing enrollment, improving teacher salaries and qualifications, and dramatically 
expanding the number of hours of programming for children and families served by Head Start. 

Acelero Learning’s Training and Technical Assistance division is focused on helping disseminate the 
promising practices and approaches utilized in Acelero Learning programs to the larger Head Start 
community. Through online and in-person trainings, the online SARGE library of tools developed for and 
within Acelero Learning programs, and the SARGE Affiliate Network, Acelero Learning believes that 
dedicated Head Start programs can reach significant positive gains for children and families through 
effective implementation of the Acelero Learning tools and approach. 


