
 
 
Jonah Edelman Joins Acelero Learning Board of Directors 
 
For immediate release.  April 25, 2006 
 
Jonah Edelman, a leading child advocate, has joined the National Board of Directors for 
Acelero Learning.   “I’m honored and excited to join Acelero’s Board of Directors.  As 
an advocate for children, my mission in life is to ensure that all children have an equal 
opportunity to succeed.  Head Start programs, when effectively managed, put low-income 
young children on a path to successful and productive lives.   Acelero’s sophisticated 
tracking systems, its high expectations for Head Start program performance, and its focus 
on rigorous fiscal and human resources management give the company enormous 
potential to help Head Start programs fulfill their promise of providing poor children with 
the high quality early childhood education they deserve.”   
 
Acelero Learning Founder and CEO Aaron Lieberman commented, “We are delighted to 
have Jonah involved at the board level for Acelero.  He is a proven leader for children 
and families in this country, and he will be a valued member of our national board.  As 
we continue to grow and expand to serve more children and more families in different 
communities across the country, our focus will remain on increasing the quality of 
services provided at every program and every partner with whom we work.    Jonah’s 
personal and professional dedication to ensuring access to high quality programs for all 
children will help us accomplish this important goal.” 
 
About Jonah Edelman 
 
Jonah Martin Edelman is the co-founder and Executive Director of Stand for Children 
(www.stand.org). Jonah's personal stand for children began when he taught a six-year-old 
bilingual child in New Haven, Connecticut to read. More volunteer efforts followed. He 
ran a teen pregnancy prevention speakers' bureau, founded a mentorship program for 
middle school students, and served as an administrator of an enrichment program for 
children living in public housing-Leadership Education and Athletics in Partnership 
(LEAP).  Jonah was born and raised in Washington, DC, graduated from Yale University 
in 1992, and attended Oxford University on a Rhodes Scholarship, where in three years 
(1992-1995) he earned masters and doctor of philosophy degrees in politics. In 1996, 
Jonah moved from direct service to activism, helping to organize Stand for Children Day. 
In the time since Stand for Children's historic founding rally in Washington D.C., Jonah 
has helped Stand for Children become a path breaking child-advocacy organization. In 
1998, after closely studying the work of a range of organizations, he conceptualized 
Stand for Children's grassroots advocacy approach and then moved to Oregon to field-
test it himself. From that point, Stand for Children has grown steadily. Stand for 
Children's members have won 61 state and local successes, securing funding for urgently 



needed programs and services that have improved the lives of hundreds of thousands of 
children. 
 
About Acelero Learning 
 
Acelero Learning was founded in 2001 by a former Head Start teacher and a former 
staffer for the Children’s Defense Fund. Over the last four years, the company has 
worked with six different communities in New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, and 
Oklahoma to help implement high quality Head Start and Early Head Start programs. 
“We build long term, sustainable partnerships in each community where we work,” said 
Aaron Lieberman, Acelero Learning founder and CEO. “In every case, the result of our 
partnerships has been Head Start programs that provide expanded services for children 
and families, more qualified teachers, often with higher salaries, in the classroom, and a 
program that is fully-enrolled to make sure the maximum number of children are 
benefiting from federal Head Start funds.” Mr. Lieberman is a former Head Start teacher 
who founded and served as CEO of the national non-profit Jumpstart until 2001 when he 
founded Acelero Learning. Today, Jumpstart trains thousands of college students each 
year to serve as intensive literacy tutors in Head Start programs across the country, and 
Mr. Lieberman currently serves on the board of directors of Jumpstart. 
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